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Abstract

The objectives of this research are as follows: 1) to study folk
tales and local legends of Phayao Province; 2) to analyze the beliefs of
Phayao people from folk tales and folk legends of Phayao Province; and
3) to develop a body of knowledge about the beliefs of Phayao people
from folk tales and folk legends of Phayao Province. It is a qualitative
research. The key informants consist of 2 monks and 12 lay people in
the area of Phu Sang District, Chiang Kham District, Chun District, Pong
District, and Phu Kam Yao District. The research instrument is an
unstructured interview form and participant and non-participant
observations. The data analysis is based on content analysis.

The results of the research are as follows: 1. folk tales and folk
legends in Phayao Province consist of 14 folk tales and 8 folk legends
from Phu Sang District, Chiang Kham District, Chun District, Pong District,
and Phu Kam Yao District; 2. the beliefs of Phayao people from folk tales
and folk legends of Phayao Province consist of beliefs about places,
human greed, legends of the Buddha's relics and monks’ relics, beliefs
about faith, respect for kings, beliefs about the teachings of Buddhism
that taught people to do good deeds, beliefs about animals with a
profound belief, beliefs about Mae Phosop, and beliefs about the

principles of living in marriage; and 3. development of knowledge gained
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from the beliefs of Phayao people from folk tales and folk legends in
Phayao Province concerns with a belief that is beneficial to use in life
both for oneself and society because these beliefs have been
accumulated and acted in the same direction until they become a way
of life in society and a driving force into the social norm. The body of
knowledge consists of 3 aspects: 1) knowledge of folk tales and folk
legends to Phayao people; 2) the Buddhist beliefs which taught people
to do good which appeared in these folk tales and folk legends; and 3)
the development of learning activities about folk tales and folk legends

of Phayao people in institutions.
Keywords: Belief; Folk Tale; Folk Legend
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