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Abstract

This research article has three objectives: 1) to study the roles of
the four Guardian Gods in Buddhist texts; 2) to study belief and tradition
related to the four Guardian Gods; 3) to analyze the roles of the four
Guardian Gods influenced on Buddhist society in Lanna. This
documentary research is based on primary sources which collect data
from Tipitaka, commentaries, etc. and secondary sources which collect
data from texts, report papers, academic articles, etc. and then, analyzes
data to find out the roles of four Guardian Gods that influenced to
Buddhist society in Lanna.

The results are that 1) the four Guardian Gods in Buddhist texts
play the roles to protect human beings on full moon day. In addition,
their roles were related to the Buddha from birth until he attained
Nibbana. The roles related to disciples were concerned with Venerable
Sariputta who got sick. The four Guardian Gods had taken care of him
until he attained Nibbana. Moreover, Sujata who cooked milk rice was
helped by the four Guardian Gods to prepare it; 2) the belief and
tradition which related to these Gods are found at the beginning of
ceremony. People have invited the Gods to protect and get felicitous
merit in their own ceremonies, for example Songkran Festival, House-
warming Ceremony, Poyluang Celebration, and Prolonging Life Ceremony
(Suebchata); 3) ) the influence of these Gods on Buddhist society in
Lanna is found in following aspects: 1) social; 2) traditional; 3) rite; and
4) fine art.

Keywords: Four Guardian Gods; Lanna Buddhists; Buddhism in Lanna
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